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IN THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
applicant: Nobusige ARAI et al. Conf.: 

c na/ss9 969 Group: ^ 

Appl. No.: Div. of 09/559,909 

March 5, 2002 Examiner: 



Filed 
For: 



March 5, 2002 

Assistant Conpi-sioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir '' an a ,H 1 98 applicant (s) hereby 

by the Examiner. 

r ^ST^ENTS.,^^ .„ d 

H REFERENX^REYIODS^^ . 

^ „ s 1 98(d), consideration of 

Pursuant to 37 C F F | ^ ^ r ted since any 

information listed on the PTO « « tlon uhl ch are l«ted °n 

..rKrViWi"^ M U - S - C ' S 12 °- 




Docket No. 2936-0151P 



III. FEES 

^ntinuaSon/orVvisionafpat'ent application; therefore, no fee 
is required. 

If the Examiner has any - questions concerning this IDS or 
requires a copy of any of the references cited but not provided 
hi /she is requested to contact the undersigned. If it is 
determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the 
??0 Is requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule and 
charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fee 
required under 37 P C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension 
of time fees. Respectfully submitted, 



BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




CG/EAG/mag 
2936-0151P 
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APPLICATION NO. H 

Div. of ft 
09/559,969 ^ 



APPLICANT 

Nobusige ARAI et al. 



FILING DATE 

March 5, 2002 



GROUP 



sin 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



U.S. PATENT 

DATE 



DOCUMENTS 

NAME 



3,729,013 



4-1973 



3, 804,297 
4, 103,520 



4-1974 
8-1978 



JURJANS 
JARVIS ET AL. 



4, 687, 121 



8-1987 
10-1988 



COPELAND ET AL . 



4,779, 430 



THURUTA ET AL. 



4, 932,227 



6-1990 
1-1991 



4,981,024 



5,208,930 



5-1993 
9-1993 



5,241,843 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



H4 224793 



1992-08-14 
1991-03-13 



JAPAN 
JAPAN 



H 324081 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Include Name of the author <in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate) 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue number (s) , publisher, city and/or country where published 



title of the item (book, magazine, 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 



CG/EAG/mag 



